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weighing slightly on it at intervals and allowing water to run from a sponge on the places where the chisel has been used
The next piece to remove is that of the upper part of the back, by introducing the wooden wedges where the slips of clay were placed. By striking slightly on the wedges and using water, the piece will easily come away. Figure 170 shows also this part of the process.
Do the same for the lower piece.
If the iron support of the figure is too near the mould, it will be almost impossible to move away that piece; in this case remove the front shell, emptying it beforehand of the clay and armature in the upper part, thus freeing the clay of the legs, which can now be removed with the armature disengaging the lower piece of the back, which can then be easily taken away. But if the iron support is placed far enough away from the mould, this operation is not necessary and the lower piece will be removed in the same way as the upper piece. Figure 171 shows this piece detached from the clay.
Where the above process is not necessary it now remains to remove the clay in the ordinary way. To do this bse a spatula, being careful not to dig too deeply with it; otherwise the mould may be damaged. When the piping of the armature of the figure is reached there must be no hesitation